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KAi.KI-PURA’\IA an lmportant one among the UPAPUR N AS,

is, now for the ﬁrst time bemg cntxcally edxtcd Although it has been

pubhshed several txmes by dxﬂ'erent pubhshers at vanous places of the

) country, none of which can unfortunately cl 'm to’be cntlcal In thlrty-

five' chapters the heroxc exploxts of KALKI d to be the latest uicar?

' nation of God among the Hmdu pantheon, haee been descnbed He put )

an end to the advancing attemm of the KALI age whlch ha.s a dxsastrous (
effect on the society. In fact, the wretched condmon of the people and ':
the socxety under the ev:l mﬂuence of KALKI has been ipamted in the,'
very first chapter of 1t In order to get nd of KALI s ev11 mﬂuence and
purge the soc:ety of the gross mlsconduct and mJustxce, and save the
earth from total anmhrlatlon, the Lord pa.;d heed to the mass prayer of .
the Gods, took his birth in the v1llage of @AMBHALA set on a rehgxous Y
march, defeated antagonrsts mcludmg the "Ba ddhas and others and
reestabhshed DHARMA All other good thmgs such as sacmﬁce,‘ _
benevolence, penance which were completely demohshed by the advent
of KALI came to be revitalised and the people who setved the SﬁDRAS ’
sold \’edas carned on merchandise of hquxd thmg, meat etc., came xnto _
conta.ct ‘with wxves ‘of others bccame the bubbles that bursts out at thc
first contact, -
Although this PURAN A can be regarded as more or less a
Valsnava-purdna examples are not’ rare where attempts have been

S

made to mcorporate it some verses or even one entire chapter whereln
hands of the Saivas are visible.” A few vetses m apotheosxs of SIVA, the
entire fourth chapter which describes a boon granted by sIVA may be
referred to in this connection to substantlate thrs contentlon The ‘
Vaisnava supremacy, however, continued to domxnate over others and »
the devotees being cager to propagate “their tenéts hate "brought forth ~



(i )
several passages ~the seventh chapter entitled “HARIBHAKTI” requires
special mention in this regard, the integrity of which may be questioned,
The fourth chapter wlMihasb‘héadengnated as the ““War against
the, Bauddhas” and the ﬁfth chapter termed as the “Anmhxlatmn of the

Bauddhas and the Mlccchas” are most, unportant in determmmg the age
of the KALKI-PURA\IA These two vxvxdly narrate

he' vnctorlous

march of the vccllc Hmdu DHARMA-the fact clearly refers to the advent )

and propagatlon of the Hmdu DHARMA by: @ANKARAGARYA—

and the DIGVIJAYA of KALKI in this connecnon remmds one of thev

DIGVI JAYA of this great savant. It was SANKAR AC‘.ARYA who had

gwen the death hfow to the Bauddhas and other antagomsts of thc vedic

DHARMA. The suggestwe s1mxlar1ty between these two 4ncidents lead
one in all probablhty to infer the mﬂuence of éANKARA’s attempt on
cstabllshmg the vedic DHARMA on KALKI’s s1mrlar attempt recorded
in the KALKI-PURANA The other llmxt of the date of its composmon
is not very difficult to ascertam The twenueth chapter dea]s W1th
an allegorical combat between KALKI and KALl whlch resulted in an
ultimate defeat of the latter. But the part1c1pants on both sldes _were
none other than some: abstlact qualmes persomﬁed As for example,
Contention fought wnth Greed Truth w:th Pride, Thus there were
characters, namely;, Fearlessness, Happmess Health Appeasembnt.
Memory on KALKI’s side an.d sumlarly Fear, Sorrow, vIll-hcaIth

Exhaustion and Inﬁrnuty sided’ w:th KALI Moreovcr, in the very first

chapter one meets with such characters as F alsrty, Concexx Covetousness,

Anger, Violence, Fear, Death etc, who are saxd to belong to the family
of ADHARMA, 1Itj 13.not very difficult to conJecture thag some of the
Sanskrit allegorical dramas of the later ages may probably be mdebted to
the KALKI-PURKNA s0 far as the nammg of the drﬂ'erent characters
used in these dramas is concerned In PRABODHACANDRODAYA
of KRSNAMISRA such typxcal characters as Fanth ( =71, Compasslon
(iw), Tranthty (am”a) 5 Frxendshlp (ﬁsﬁ) Endur_ ny e (am) and Indis-

(il )
crimination (#17), Anger (l4), Covetousness (), Pride (oegr),
Conceit (z34) are found. KRSNAMISRA is supposed to have flourished in
the eleventh century A, D, Then in all probab:hty the KALKI-PURANA
may have been composed during the ninth and’ tenth century A. D, The
Iateness of its composition may be corroborated by the apparent silence
of the different digest writers of the DHARMASASTRAS who have
never referred to the KALKI- PURANA.

Dr. R. C, Hazra believes the KALKI-PURAN A to be a product of
Bengal because 3ll the manuscripts of it are wntten in Bengah script,

) Unfortunately, he has Jumped to that condusmn without carcfully

examining all 1ts available manuscnpts One of the manuscripts used by
me has been written in Devanagarl script and not in Bengali script. The
detailed description of the manuscrlpts used by me and the chapter-

wise analysis of the contents of this PURAN A have _been-.gi\Lien in my
SAMIKSA\IAM ‘written in Sanskrit,

Itisa pleasure to record my heartfelt thanks to. the members of
the publication commxttee who have been kmd enough to include it in
the Sarasvati Bhavana Granthamila series

Iam mdebted to ‘my wife Sm, ‘JTharna Ghatterjee and my son Sri
Kunal Chatterjee who -have all along helped me in getting the edition
prepared wrth as much perfection as posslbl;.

I crave the mdulgencc of scholars for’ ‘the short-commgs and other
prmtmg mistakes - w}uch could not be avorded m sp;te of my best

eﬂ‘orts
- Varanasi : . Asoke Chattejee Sastri
Srikrggajanmaétmi Départment of Purina
31.8.1972 and History
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